How Can You Get Involved?
Install a Conservation Practice
We are always looking to partner with residents,
businesses, producers, landowners and developers
who would are interested in:
• Rain Barrels
• Cover Crops
• Rain Gardens
• Conservation Tillage
• Permeable Pavement
• Grassed Waterways
• Soil Quality Restoration • Streambank Stabilization
• Bioretention Cells
• Buffer/Filter/Prairie Strips
• Green Roofs
• Wetland Restoration

Our Partners

Financial incentives through cost-share
programs & grant subsidies are available
which can cover up to 75% of the project!

Volunteer
We are always looking for
volunteers to share their
experience and expertise
to help improve the Project.

Let us know how you
would like to help.

Celebrating
15 Years of

Water monitoring volunteer

For more information,
check out our website

www.blackhawkswcd.org
Follow us on Facebook

DryRunCreekWatershed
ImprovementProject
or contact

Josh Balk
Watershed Coordinator
Black Hawk SWCD
2950 Southland Drive, Suite 2
Waterloo, IA 50701
Phone: (319) 296-3262 x3867
Email: joshua.balk@ia.nacdnet.net

This project is supported in part by the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources through a grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency under the Federal Non-point Source
Management Program (Section 319 of the Clean Water Act) and
by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship:
Division of Soil Conservation and Water Quality, through funds
of the Water Protection Funds and/or Watershed Protection
Fund. Technical assistance is provided by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Black Hawk SWCD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Background of Dry Run Creek
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The Black Hawk Soil and Water Conservation District,
through the Dry Run Creek Project, works to provide
technical and financial assistance to watershed
landowners interested in implementing conservation .
To date, over $2,500,000 has been used on
installing for over 190 conservation practices. Much of
this effort has focused on infiltration-based practices.
These practices seek to remove water from the storm
sewer system by letting it soak into the ground in a
manner similar to native prairie hydrology.
Partnering with residents, businesses, institutions, and
organizations, the Dry Run Creek project has
developed the capacity to infiltrate over 83,000,000
gallons of storm water annually through practices such as
rain gardens, bioretention cells, permeable pavement, and
soil quality restoration.
The Project has also worked to reduce rural sediment
runoff by incorporating grassed waterways, filter strips,
cover crops, and reduced tillage. This work has also
sought to repair existing damage to the stream through a
number of stream bank stabilization and habitat
enhancement projects. Over 1,900
annual tons of
sediment runoff has been prevented from reaching the
stream thanks to local partnerships.

15,177 acre watershed
30 miles of stream with 4 main branches.
44% urban, 56% rural and agricultural
45% of Cedar Falls drains into DRC
Added to Iowa's 303(d) List of Impaired Waters in
2002 due to a lack in diversity and abundance of
aquatic life
• Received second 303(d) impairment in 2008 due
to high levels of bacteria
• Dry Run Creek Watershed Improvement Project
began in 2005 to address these impairments and
other water quality issues utilizing local, state, and
federal grant funds
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Watershed Stressors
Project Goals

Soil Quality Restoration

Green Roof

Cover Crops

Grassed Waterway

• Treat runoff from the initial 1.25" of rainfall events
• Reduce sediment delivery to the stream by 30 percent
• Improve and protect in-stream habitat along 25 percent
of the stream corridor
• Increase the awareness of Dry Run Creek and
understanding of water quality
• Increase community support through outreach efforts

The causes of impairments are many.
Excessive
amounts of sediment from construction sites, agricultural
runoff, and bank erosion can degrade existing habitat and
make it difficult for aquatic life to find food or shelter.
Stream channelization, field tiling, increased impervious
surface, and additional storm sewer inputs cause changes
in the drainage of the watershed. Together these increase
the volume of storm water that surges through the creek
during rainfall events. This washes away habitat, erodes
banks and channels, and contributes to flash flooding.

